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Art Unit: 2863 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. • 

Claims 1-4, and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Burnett et al. (US 6,067,030). Burnett et al. teach graphical user interface logic operable 
to provide a user with a plurality of periodically updated data points associated with a 
fuel monitor coupled to an AC plant; Note column 3, lines 1-4 and column7, lines 52-60. 
Burnett et al. teach connection logic (internet) coupled to the graphical user interface 
logic, operable to connect to a monitoring server (50) and receive the plurality of 
periodically updated data points associated with the fuel monitor, the monitoring server 
being coupled to a plurality of fuel monitors via a network. Note column 4, lines 2-4 and 
column 6, lines 1 1-26. 

In reference to claim 2, Burnett et al. teach a data gatherng unit operable to 
receive a fuel level signal from the fuel monitor. Note column 5, lines 12-18. 

In reference to claim 3, Burnett et al. teach wherein the server is operable to 
query the data gathering unit, and provide the connection logic with the fuel monitor 
signal. Note column 5, lines 12-18 and column 6, lines 18-21. 

In reference to claim 4, Burnett et al. teach wherein the graphical user interface is 
further operable to provide a user with a plurality of periodically updated data points 
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associated with an AC plant. Note Figure 6 and column 4, lines 2-3 and column 7, lines 
8-1 1 and 52-60. 

In reference to claim 7, Brunett et al. teach wherein the graphical user interface is 
further operable to provide a user with a plurality of periodically updated data points 
associated with a DC plant (battery voltage) Note column 4, lines 1-4 and column 7, 
lines 52-60. 

In reference to claim 8, Brunett et al. teach storage logic (26) operable to store a 
plurality of acceptable data points associated with the fuel monitor,(note column 3, lines 
57 and 61-62) and report the acceptable data points to the user via the graphical user 
interface; (Note column 7, lines 60-62) and alarm logic (indicator) operable to notify a 
user via the graphical user interface logic responsive to the plurality of periodically 
updated data points associated with the fuel monitor being outside the plurality of 
acceptable data points. Note column 4, lines 1-4 column 7, lines 60-63. 

In reference to claim 9, Brunett et al. teach wherein the alarm logic is operable to 
signal a minor alarm responsive to a portion of the periodically updated information 
being outside an initial acceptable data point, and operable to signal a major alarm 
responsive to a portion of the periodically updated information being outside a final 
acceptable data point. Note column 6, lines 28-38 and column 7, lines 60-63. 

Claims 10-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Paul 
et al. (US 5,332,977). Given the broadest interpretation, in reference to claim 10, Paul et 
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al. teach monitoring logic (70) operable monitor at least one fuel monitor associated with 
at least on AC plant (24) and receive a plurality of data signals associated with said at 
least one fuel monitor; Note column 9, lines 1-2, and 20-23. The plurality signals are 
the fuel level signals provided each time the engine is started because the elapsed time 
has been exceeded . Note column 1 1 , 56-65 and column 12, lines 5. Paul et al. teach 
storage logic (71) operable to store at least one boundary parameter associated with 
said at least one fuel monitor; Note column 1 1 , lines 25-31 and column 1 2, lines 21-25. 
Paul et al. teach communication logic operable to receive the plurality of data signals 
and said at least one boundary parameter and provide the plurality of data signals and 
said at least one boundary parameter to a remote computer (terminals). Note column 
12, lines 23-34. 

In reference to claim 1 1 , Paul et al. teach wherein the monitoring logic is further 
operable to monitor at least one AC plant (24), and receive a plurality of data signals 
associated with said at least on AC plant. Note column 9, lines 20-22. 

In reference to claim 12, Paul et al. teach wherein the storage logic is further 
operable to store at least one boundary parameter associated with said .at least one AC 
plant. Note column 11, lines 28-35. 

In reference to claim 13, Paul et al. teach alarm logic operable to notify at least 
one remote computer associated with the system responsive to any of the plurality of 
data signals associated with said at least one AC plant being outside said at least one 
boundary parameter associated with said at least one AC plant. Note column 12, lines 
21-34. 
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In reference to claim 14, Paul et al. teach alarm logic operable to notify at least 
one remote computer associated with the system responsive to any of the plurality of 
data signals associated with said at least one fuel monitor being outside said at least 
one boundary parameter associated with said at least one fuel monitor. Note column 12, 
lines 1-6, and 21-34. 

In reference to claim 15, Paul et al. teach wherein the communication logic is 
operable to periodically request a plurality of updated data signals from the fuel monitor. 
Note column 1 1 , lines 52-65 and column 12, line 5. Each time the engine is started due 
to excessive time interval (periodically) the fuel level is monitored thereby producing 
plural fuel level readings. 

In reference to claim 16, Paul et al. teach wherein the monitoring logic is further 
operable to monitor at least one DC plant, (battery 84) and receive a plurality of data 
signals associated with said at least one DC plant. Note column 1 1 , lines 52-65 and 
column 12, line 5. Each time the engine is started due to excessive time interval 
(periodically) the battery voltage is monitored thereby producing plural battery voltage 
readings. 

In reference to claim 17, Paul et al. teach wherein the storage logic is further 
operable to store at least one boundary parameter associated with said at least one DC 
plant (battery 84). Note column 11, lines 28-35 and column 12, Iine1,2 and 6 and 7. 

In reference to claim 18, Paul et al. teach alarm logic operable to notify at least 
one remote computer associated with the system responsive to any of the plurality of 
data signals associated with said at least one DC plant (battery 84)being outside said at 
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least one boundary parameter associated with said at least one DC plant. Note column 
12, lines 1,2, 6, 7 and 21-34. 

In reference to claims 19 and 27, Paul et al. teach requesting a plurality of data 
signals associated with the fuel monitor coupled to an AC plant (24); Note column 1 1 , 
lines 52-65 and column 12, line 5. Each time the engine is started due to excessive time 
interval (periodically) the fuel level is monitored thereby producing plural fuel level 
readings suggesting that some sort of request has been made. Paul et al . teach 
receiving the plurality of data associated with the fuel monitor. The plurality signals are 
the fuel level signals provided each time the engine is started because the elapsed time 
has exceeded . Note column 1 1 , 56-65 and column 1 2, lines 5. Paul et al. teach 
providing the plurality of data signals associated with the fuel monitor to a remote 
computer (terminal) for display to a user. Note column 12, lines 23-34. 

In reference to claims 20 and 28, Paul et al. teach comparing each of the plurality 
of data signals associated with the fuel monitor to a corresponding plurality of boundary 
parameters associated with the fuel monitor; Note column 12, lines 1,2,6 and 21-34. 

and notifying the remote computer responsive to any of the plurality of data 
signals associated with the fuel monitor being outside the corresponding boundary 
parameter. Note column 12, lines 1,2,6 and 21 -34. 

In reference to claims 21 and 29, Paul et al. teach requesting a plurality of data 
signals associated with the AC plant (24); Note column 11, lines 52-65 and column 12, 
line 5. Each time the engine is started due to excessive time interval (periodically) the oil 
pressure is monitored thereby producing plural oil pressure readings suggesting that 
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some sort of request has been made. Paul et al. teach receiving a plurality of data 
signals associated with the AC plant. Note column 9, lines 20-22. Paul et al. teach 
providing the plurality of data signals associated with the AC plant to a remote computer 
for display to a user. Note column 12, lines 23-34. 

In reference to claims 22 and 30, Paul et al. teach comparing each of the 
plurality of data signals associated with the AC plant to a corresponding plurality of 
boundary parameters associated with the AC plant; Note column 12, lines 1,2,6 and 21- 
34. 

Paul et al. teach notifying the remote computer responsive to any of the plurality 
of data signals associated with the AC plant being outside the corresponding boundary 
parameter. Note column 12, lines 1,2,6 and 21-34. 

In reference to claims 23 and 31 , Paul et al. teach requesting a plurality of data 
signals associated with an DC plant (battery); (Each time the engine is started due to 
excessive time interval (periodically) the battery voltage is monitored thereby producing 
plural oil pressure readings suggesting that some sort of request has been made.) Note 
column 1 1 , lines 52-65 and column 12, line 5. Paul et al. teach receiving the plurality of 
data signals associated with the DC plant; Each time the engine is started due to 
excessive time interval (periodically) the battery voltage is monitored thereby producing 
plural battery voltage readings. Note column 12, lines 1, 2 and 6. Paul et al. teach 
providing the plurality of data signals associated with the DC plant to a remote computer 
for display to a user. Note column 12, lines 23-34. 
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In reference to claims 24 and 32, Paul et al. teach comparing each of the plurality 
of data signals associated with the DC plant to a corresponding plurality of boundary 
parameters associated with the DC plant; Note column 12, lines 1,2,6, 21-25. 

Paul et al. teach notifying the remote computer responsive to any of the plurality 
of data signals associated with the DC plant being outside the corresponding boundary 
parameter. Note column 12, lines 1,2,6 and 21-34, 

In reference to claims 25 and 33, Paul et al. teach displaying the plurality of data 
signals associated with the fuel monitor on the remote computer. Note column 12, lines 
31-34. 

In reference to claims 26 and 34, Paul et al. teach updating the plurality of data 
signals associated with the fuel monitor. The plurality signals are the fuel level signals 
provided each time the engine is started because the elapsed time has exceeded thus 
updating when the engine is started . Note column 1 1 , 56-65 and column 12, lines 5. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. The prior art of record particularly Burnett et 
al. (US 6,067,030) does not teach the claim limitation of testing logic operable to receive 
feedback from the user and simulate a commercial power failure at a site associated 
with the AC plant. It is these limitations found in each of the claims, as they are claimed 
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in the combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Demetrius R. Pretlow whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2278. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571 ) 272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Demetrius R. Pretlow 0&*^' <*Xl»* 
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